OCCUPATIONAL HAZARDS, A REPORT

On 11th death anniversary of Asiya Jeelani “Occupational Hazard”, a report on September 2014 devastating floods, was released in a local hotel at Srinagar by JKCCS. The magnitude of the floods was such that the whole administration got paralyzed and the peoples’ connectivity got cut off. It was all messy. Shocking rumours further made the situation worst. With flood waters gripping major parts of Srinagar and Anantnag district, youth joined hands to rescue the stranded and simultaneously supplied the relief material including medicines to the affected and stranded. Even the three main hospitals of Srinagar came underwater. Infrastructure worth millions $ got destroyed. Civil society viewed as to provide relief and rehabilitation to the affected stood up to the test of the times. It were the daredevil efforts of the youth teams to ensure the safety of the stranded patients, who were shifted to other hospitals after being ferried in makeshift boats and many on shoulders. As semblance of normalcy prevails, people vent their anger against the government for failing to thwart the floods, as there were early signals from the experts warning unprecedented floods engulfing Kashmir.   
With the floods recedes and there were mobility of the people, JKCCS, which stayed away from providing relief and rehabilitation which it did on earthquake 2005, decided to prepare a report on the causative factors of the floods. Series of meetings were held to draft modus operandi how to prepare the research report. The research work was entrusted to Mir Fatima Kanth, an intern, and Shrimoni Nanadi Gosh, a JKCCS volunteer. It took nearly seven months to compile data and the interviews of the experts. The report named “Occupational Hazards”, a volume of 173 pages was prepared. Nevertheless, many people expressed their views about the causes of floods in local media and even few reports have been prepared blaming the natural factors and failure of the government in thwarting the floods. In media write-ups and reports, government was blamed for its negligence, mis-governance, malfeasance and misfeasance, least studying the contributory factors of military occupation behind the massive devastation. 
This report has contextualized the floods of 2014, against the history of Indians illegal occupation of J&K state and Indian state military governance. The report raised question about the accountability and culpability for the devastating flooding of Kashmir, from an ecological, civil and political rights perspective. The report also provides an account of affects of military occupation as rightly put by Gosh co-researcher “militarize every effect of life and livelihood and calamities in state and in demanding accountability and answer of state failures”, the militarize governance of the state is rendered invisible and the report highlights the structure rather than symptomatic causes of the floods. Even the Editor also emphasize that how important it is to explore the impacts of militarization, which are usually invisible and are least explored and studied unlike the visible human rights violations, which to some extent has been highlighted.
The report was discussed by a panel of experts consisting of Associate Professor Mona Ban, Junaid, a researcher and Riyaz Masroor, a senior journalist. Junaid in his brilliant presentation demonstrated that how it was not a natural disaster but a man made one, and the militarization and miss-governance were responsible. 
For a long time now, there were disturbing predictions coming from archeological experts that the earthquake of the magnitude of 9 on rector scale could strike J&K, as the state being situated on highly seismic zone or the valley could be hit by another flood by next year. The flood threat looms large as with every drizzle Jehlum rise to danger marks. Seven months passed by since September floods, there seems to be no effort or preparation on part of the government to deal with any future natural catastrophe. The government and politicians spent most of the time in blame games and mudslinging leaving the affected in lurch.  People are still licking their wounds, as the state government is after the elusive Indian government economic package. There are other equally disturbing apprehensions in Kashmir like the hydle projects are being build and the natural course of water is being diverted to Wular Lake. The Wular to reserve the water for Hydel projects in Uri and also to use the water as a political weapon against Pakistan. In this scenario the whole topographical change and any disaster can take Kashmir back to Satisar as environmentalist predictors.
ON 11TH ANNIVERSARY OF AASIA JEELANI JKCCS RELEASES OCCUPATIONAL HAZARDS
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April 20, on the 11th martyrdom anniversary of human rights activist Aasia Jeelani, Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society during a seminar at local hotel at Srinagar announces the release of ‘Occupation Hazard: The Jammu and Kashmir Floods of 2014’. The Jammu and Kashmir floods of September 2014, occurred in the most densely militarized occupied territory in the world, located in one of its most ecologically fragile— the Western Himalayan region—called the ‘third pole’ for its enormous glacial reserves of fresh water. This report seeks to contextualize the floods of 2014, against the history of India’s illegal occupation of Jammu and Kashmir, and the Indian state’s military, governance and media strategies in asserting political sovereignty over the region. Public finances, civic infrastructure, environmental and development policy, control over natural resources, and disaster management systems in Jammu and Kashmir, are determined by Indian ‘national security’ priorities of controlling territory at any cost, in ways that are deeply inimical to the region’s ecological, political and economic needs, interests and sovereignty.
	Warfare, armed conflict and prolonged occupations are widely considered among the most environmentally destructive activities known to humankind. Yet, the militarization of Jammu and Kashmir civic infrastructure, water bodies, lands, forests, higher ground karewas and meadows which have an enormous bearing on urban planning of its cities, and the flood and disaster vulnerability of its people has gone unnoticed by analysts. This report thus raises questions about accountability and culpability for the devastating flooding of Kashmir, from an ecological, civil and political rights perspective. It documents and celebrates the resilience and resistance of the Kashmiri people, which was particularly visible through community based flood relief and rescue efforts, in the wake of widespread administrative failure, and delayed and discriminatory rescues.
 	Chapter 1, The Flooding of Kashmir A Brief History provides an overall historical and geographical background to the Jhelum river system, and floods and flood management works in the Kashmir valley. It delineates the progress of the September 2014 floods in Kashmir accompanied by an analysis of official warnings and gauge readings.
 	Chapter 2, Landscapes of Occupation describes the features and consequences of the militarised warfare ecology of Jammu and Kashmir, where the landscape is littered with permanent military installations, and militarised development infrastructure is seen as a crucial aspect of political and territorial control. This chapter provides a classification of the extent and kinds of land under military occupation, and an account of the effects of militarised land occupation, tourism projects and development infrastructure during the recent floods. Through illustrative case studies from rural Pulwama, and an urban Srinagar neighbourhood, the chapter provides insights into the nature of devastation suffered in the floods of 2014, especially by highly militarised and vulnerable communities, and throws light on micro- ecologies and local land use patterns and their effect on the inundation.
 	Chapter 3, Chronicle of a Flood Foretold, Militarised Governance and the Floods, documents the legal, and regulatory frameworks, plans and institutions of disaster risk reduction, flood control and water resources conservation and management, land use and infrastructure building in Indian Administered Jammuand Kashmir. These agencies and regulations have an official role to play in development, disaster preparedness and prevention, but failed abysmally in their responsibilities. The Chapter attempts to unravel the structural causes for the Jammu and Kashmir state government’s endemic negligence, and apparent apathy. It argues that these governance structures exist within the political economy, and militarised strategies of an occupying power that influence and inform their organisation, purpose and day-to-day functioning in Kashmir.
 	Chapter 4, Flooded Lives Evaluating the Impact of the Kashmir Floods, describes the effect of the September Floods, on the lives, public infrastructure and economy of the Kashmir valley, The initial section presents the overall impact in various regions and sectors of socio-economic life of the valley, supplemented by field work based case studies and photographs. Thereafter the chapter focuses more closely on the public health sector, and medical facilities in Srinagar and neighbouring Budgam. Through four analytical and descriptive case studies of differently located hospitals, it offers an insight into how doctors, patients and medical staff survived the flooding.
 	Chapter 5, Rescue Relief and Resistance describes events and responses in the aftermath of the floods. The dominant Indian media and official narrative in relation to the Kashmir floods has been that of local administrative failure and the heroic humanitarianism of the Indian defence forces. This Chapter aims to retrieve critiques of and resistance to militarised rescue and aid, and document local histories of community volunteerism, courage, generosity and solidarity, before they get further subsumed. It first describes the state of widespread administrative failure, and thereafter focuses on community rescue and evacuation efforts. In this context it analyses the militarised priorities, and the often discriminatory and selective role played by Indian paramilitary, military forces. It describes a variety of localized relief efforts, including community kitchens, and relief camps, undertaken by civil society groups, neighbourhood committees and religious bodies. It also analyses the role played by the non-resident Kashmiri diaspora, and state blockades of non state relief and humanitarian aid. It studies the role of the media, including television, print and social media in three different spheres the local, the Indian and the International.
 	The Conclusion summarises the important substantive findings and inferences from the report, and proposes an agenda for future inquiry, research and action.
 	In relation to the report, Mir Fatimah Kanth, a co-researcher of the report stated:
 	‘This report is vital because it shows how the disaster vulnerability of ordinary Kashmiris is impacted by the political and historical context. It maps our relationship to Kashmir’s rivers and lands and how we as a society cannot afford to ignore the human rights implications of these supposed environmental concerns.’
 	Shrimoyee Nandini Ghosh, a human rights lawyer, and co-researcher of the report stated:
 	‘Militarisation affects every aspect of life, livelihood and calamities in Jammu and Kashmir. Yet, in demanding accountability and answers for state failures, the militarized governance and occupation of Jammu and Kashmir is rendered invisible. Through specific examples, case studies, news reports and testimonies, the report highlights the structural rather than the symptomatic causes of the floods of September 2014.’
 	Advocate Parvez Imroz, human rights lawyer, President of Jammu and Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society stated:
 	‘There have been many reports documenting the visible human rights violations and abuses by the state in Jammu and Kashmir. But this report explores the impacts of militarization, which are usually invisible, and are the least explored and studied.’

TEENAGER KILLED IN POLICE FIRING IN NARBAL
POLICE ADMITS ITS CONSTABLE’S INVOLVEMENT

Apr 22: Police claim of arresting two cops involved in killing of a teenager Suhail Ahmad Sofi, 16 on April 18 and assurance of further action against the guilty was seriously questioned by the victim’s family. The family accused the police of shielding the culpable cops and was asking the family to enter into a compromise. The family was even shocked to see names of “guilty” policemen missing from the FIR.  
On April 18, Suhail Ahmad Sofi, 16, son of Abdul Ahad of Narbal Ghat Magam, was killed when cops fired at a group of youth near Narbal Sumo Stand when they had dispersed peacefully after holding a demonstration. 
The witnesses stated a group of youth held a protest demonstration at 8.30 am against the killing of a youth in Tral area of Pulwama district recently. The protesters, they said, dispersed peacefully after sometime. 
A teenager was shot dead in police firing in Narbal area of central Kashmir’s Budgam district. The boy was shot dead when the youth after protesting against killing of youth at Tral were disbanding peacefully. The killing ignited massive protests in several areas of Kashmir. In the backdrop of public pressure the state government ordered a magisterial probe into the killing. Police arrested two cops after investigation revealed they opened fire on the 16-year-old Suhail Ahmad Sofi of Narbal Ghat and violated the Standard Operating Procedure (SOP). 
According to the witnesses, Suhail Ahmad Sofi, 16, son of Abdul Ahad of Narbal Ghat Magam, was killed when cops fired at a group of youth near Narbal Sumo Stand when they had dispersed peacefully after holding a demonstration. 
The witnesses stated a group of youth held a protest demonstration at 8.30 am against the killing of a youth in Tral area of Pulwama district recently. The protesters, they said, dispersed peacefully after sometime. 
Soon after the protests ended, the local market opened and traffic started plying normally.  “In the meantime, police and CRPF suddenly arrived at the spot. They burst scores of teargas shells and opened indiscriminate fire there. Suhail was shot dead near Sumo Stand Narbal while he was on way to his school. The policemen first beat up scores of people and later killed him (Suhail),” said a group of witnesses, adding, the police party was headed by Sub-Inspector of Magam Police Station. 
Eyewitness said; the cops prevented the locals from taking Suhail to a hospital for treatment. The delayed caused by police in shifting blood drenched Suhail to the hospital deteriorated his conditions. He was shot in his abdomen.  
 “A number of locals, including women, later came out and lifted him to JVC hospital at Bemina where doctors declared him as brought dead,” witnesses said. 
Soon after the news of Suhail’s killing spread, massive protests erupted in the area. Hundreds of people from Narbal and its adjoining areas took to streets and held strong protest demonstration against the killing of Suhail. The protestors were demanding arrest of his killers. 
However the protestors were intercepted by huge columns of police and CRPF. The joint contingents opened fire in the air and also resorted to heavy tear-gas shelling in which four persons were injured. They were shifted to different hospitals of Srinagar. The condition of one of the injured is said to be critical. 
Police sources said four persons had received pellet injuries. “One of the critically injured youth, identified as Irfan Wani from KawosaBadgum, was later admitted in SKIMS Srinagar,” they said. 
The clashes between protestors and government forces continued for the whole day and were on when this report was filed. 
Local residents of Narbal said police and paramilitary CRPF men did not allow them to participate in the funeral of Suhail. 
“Even his three sisters were not allowed to cross Narbal Bridge,” they said, “We were forced by police to bury Suhail quickly.” 
 (
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)Meanwhile, reports of protests against the killing of Suhail were also received from Palhallan and Sopore areas of Baramulla district and Kupwara area of north Kashmir. 
Groups of people blocked a road at Palhallan and held protests against the Tral and Narbal killings. The forces burst tear smoke shells to disperse the protestors. 
Protests against the killing also erupted in parts of Srinagar including Gojwara and Nowhatta. 
After initially maintaining silence on who opened fire on the teenager, a police spokesman on April 18 said preliminary investigation revealed that constable Javaid Ahmad fired with his service rifle on directions of in-charge police party ASI Manzoor Ahmad in violation of laid down Standard Operating Procedure. 
“Both the ASI and Constable have been arrested in the instant case and further investigation is underway. SHO Police Station Magam Inspector KhursheedurRehman has been attached for lack of supervision,” he said. 
A case under FIR No 34/2015 under section 302,147,149,341,427 RPC has been registered in police station Magam. 
The Jammu and Kashmir government ordered a magisterial probe into the killing of Suhail Ahmad Sofi at Narbal. 
An official spokesman said Deputy Commissioner Budgam, Mir Altaf Ahmad, ordered the magisterial probe into the killing. 
“Additional Deputy Commissioner has been asked to probe the incident that led to the death of the boy. He has been asked to submit his report within 15 days," Mir said. 
	Pro-freedom groups called by one day strike in Budgam district to register protest against the boy’s killing. 
On April 22, when brother of the slain boy approached the police station to seek the copy of the FIR the same was denied to him and he was asked to enter into a compromise with the police. 
“We went to the police station on April 22 morning to obtain a copy of the FIR that has been filed into the killing of my brother. A senior officer there, not only denied the FIR saying that the copy was with DGP, but also asked us to enter into a compromise,” Ejaz Ahad Sofi, Suhail’s brother said.
The officer, he said, pleaded the case on behalf of the accused policeman saying that he was poor and had “inadvertently” made a mistake.
 	“I was surprised to hear the argument of the officer. As if my brother was not a human being,” said Sofi, who had gone to the police station along with a National Conference activist Aftab Qureshi, and three others.
He said the officer also questioned the delegation about the sequence of events that happened on April 18.
 “How can my officer shout shoot him when he doesn’t know English,” Sofi quoted the officer as saying to the delegates.
The delegation, he said later visited the office of Tehsilar to seek his intervention for the FIR copy. The revenue official asked them to visit the office of Deputy Commissioner, Budgam in this regard.
Suspecting cover up by police into the “cold murder” of Suhail, his uncle Tariq told the media that the conversation at the police station has made them skeptical about the police investigations.
 “It seems police wants to shield the accused officer and make the cop a scapegoat,” he added.
Deputy Commissioner, Budgam, Mir Altaf said that the family can obtain a copy of FIR from him or the additional deputy commissioner, who has been appointed as the enquiry officer.
“It is not true. Why would police deny a copy of FIR to the family, which I too have. Ask them to collect it from us,” said Altaf, while taking to the media.
He, however, refused to comment on the allegations that the police was trying to scuttle the probe by asking family to make a compromise. “I have no information about it. So, I cannot comment,” he added.
	After exerting media pressure the family when managed a copy of the FIR it found the names of the accused missing in the FIR. 
“I received the copy of FIR (35/2015 u/s 302) from police station Magam but was shocked to see the names of accused cops missing from the FIR. If the government has already admitted its folly and has arrested two policemen in this regard, then why the names of the accused have not been mentioned in the FIR,” Abdul Ahad Sofi said.
	He added that one of the policeman present in the police station informed him that the names of accused cops will be mentioned once the charge sheet is filed in the court of law. “We will come on roads if any attempt will be made to save these two killer cops,” Sofi said.
A police official on condition of anonymity said that it is not necessary to mention the names of the accused in the FIR. “Once we will file charge sheet, names of the accused will the there,” he said adding that police have already mentioned the names of the accused and declared their names in public while FIR is just for investigation. 
	The Indian government took note of the boy’s killing. “We have taken note of the incident. The Government and the forces have been informed about our concern over the issue,” a top MHA official told media on the basis of anonymity. He said that such incidents derail the prevailing peaceful environment of Kashmir. “We have asked the state government not to allow anybody to disrupt the peaceful environment,” he said. 
The MHA official said that the Ministry has asked forces operating in J&K to exercise maximum restraint while dealing with any law and order problem in future. “Besides restraint, we have asked the forces to use such weapons which would not lead to deaths,” he said adding that police and paramilitary forces are equipped with such weapons.
ARMY CLAIM OF KILLING MILITANT FAILS TO STAND ITS GROUND
HE WAS NEVER EVEN CLOSE TO MILITANCY, FORCES MASTERED THE ART OF SCRIPTING LIES: FAMILY 

Apr 13: Killing of a youth in Tral forests, whom army braded as militant, triggered violent clashes in entire Tral area of south Kashmir. While the army maintained that the killed civilian had links with militants, the police shaped its version by terming the slain boy as over ground worker. The slain’s family accused forces of killing the boy in custody and alleged the troopers are hell bent to distort the facts. 
Muhammad Khalid Wani son of Muhammad Muzaffar of Shariefabad Tral-e-Payeen was the brother of Burhan, an active militant operating in the area. It had been widely believed that Khalid was killed for being the brother of the active militant. It is customary the relatives of the militants often complaint of harassments and pressures from state forces before the human rights groups and media. The case of Khalid is not in isolation.   
	The boy’s custodial killing triggered protests in his native area and invited wide-scale condemnations from political parties from both streams.  
	The boy’s killing put the new state dispensation in a spot of bother, as recently the Chief Minister assured of ‘zero tolerance’ to human rights violations. As reported in the media that the new Chief Minister, Mufti Sayed who head Army’s Unified Command assured of ‘zero tolerance’ to human rights violation. 
When the local media contacted the ministers of PDP, which heads the coalition government, to comment on the killing. One of the top ministers of the PDP avoided the media on the plea that he was not authorized to comment on it, and passes the buck to another senior leader of the party, who had turned off his phone. 
	“It becomes amply clear from the dead body of the Khalid that he was tortured in the army custody, which resulted in his death,” boy’s father Muzaffar Wani stated. 
While elaborating on the torture on his son’s body Wani stated, “His nose, skull and a hand was broken while his wrists bore marks of a rope. He had scratches on his back from being dragged and his teeth were also broken“. 
 (
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)Khalid, as per his family, was presently pursuing diploma in stenography and has no connection with militancy at all. The boy’s family took strong note of the army and police claim. “First they (state forces) kill our youth and pass them as militants to cover up their crimes.  It is not new that they brand our sons as militants. They forces have old habit of misrepresenting and distorting the truth after killing civilians in extrajudicial manner,” the family of the boy stated.  
Wani said his son left for work at a local diagnostic centre and was reportedly there till noon. After that the only news the family got was of his killing.
	The boys family said the army is learn the uncanny art of distorting the facts.   
	“He had taken his friends to introduce them to his brother and induct them into militant ranks,” an Army press release reads. It added that the Army in its routine patrol confronted militants and their ‘visitors’.
 	“Our party came under fire which was retaliated triggering a gunfight. At the end of the fire fight Khalid’s body was retrieved,” the Army statement said, adding that his friends were detained and handed over to police.
 	The Army also looked to take credit for saving the three youth from joining militant ranks. “They have confessed to have gone to meet militants.”
 	Army also claimed to have recovered arms and ammunition from the spot of gunfight.
Responding to family allegations of the body having torture marks, DIG Anantnag–Pulwama range, Nitesh Kumar said the matter will be investigated.
 	“For now we have law and order issues to tackle with in Tral. Once things cool down every aspect of the case will be investigated,” the DIG added.
The DIG differed with the army saying the killing was accidental. He said that army cordoned off Kamla forests of Tral following the inputs about the presence of militants in the area. “During the search operation the army came in contact with the militants triggering heavy exchange of fire. In the firing one suspected militant was killed while others managed to flee,” DIG said.
He said that the deceased was later identified Khalid Ahmad, the brother of the most wanted militant commander of the area, Burhan. He said that army also arrested at least four persons in the forests and later handed over them over to police. “During questioning of the arrested people it came to fore that they had gone to meet the militants in the forest area,” DIG said.
DIG said that it was not a deliberate killing but accidental. “Since he had gone to meet his militant brother and was caught in the exchange of fire. Now whatever you would like to call him you can, civilian or over ground worker (OWG),” he said.
The concerned police station, however, refused to accept the body of the slain youth saying it would create law and order problems.

REPEATEDLY PROVEN, MY DISAPPEARED SON NEVER CROSSED OVER FOR ARMS TRAINING 

Mohammad Sultan Bhat of Pal Mohalla, Kupwara carrying pile of official papers in his file establishing his disappeared son has never gone to Pakistan for arms training, as earlier claimed by the state police. On July 11-1999, Sultan’s young son Imitiyaz Ahmad Bhat, 21, a student of class 11 took Rs. 300/- from him to buy a book from Handwara, as his exams were drawing closer. It was then he was last seen by his family hale and hearty. 
While talking to The Informative Missive Mohammad Sultan Bhat stated, “Imtiyaz was preparing for exams and on July 11, 1999, he took Rs. 300/- from me to purchase a book. He went to the Handwara market to fetch it. Thereafter, nothing has been heard of him at all.”
He further stated, “When my son failed to return in the evening, we all at home got worried. He has never stayed at any place without our permission. Next day, with the dawn breaks, we visited all the places of relatives and his friends to look for him but without any clue. After failing in finding him, on July 16, we approached Vilgam police station and filed a missing report there.” 
The repeated attempts to visit police station didn’t yield any results for Mohammad Sultan. Finally, the police in 2004 filed a general FIR in the cases of missing persons listing them as exflitrated to Pakistan to acquire arms training. The name of Imtiyaz was also put in that FIR. 
To erase my son’s name from the general FIR, one of my neighbours, a policeman, advised me to get a “source certificate” (spy endorsement) from army. “When I told him (policeman) that I know no one who could get one for my son. The policeman managed himself, as he know someone who works for the army”, Bhat stated    
Disturbed by the FIR, in 2004, Mohammad Sultan moved an application to the State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) for investigation into the disappearance of his son. “The non-seriousness of police compelled me to lodge a complaint with SHRC, which on July 16, 2007 passed a judgement establishing the disappearance of my son. Further, the SHRC recommended to the government to sanction Rs. 1 lack as ex gratia in my favour.”
As routine, the SHRC recommendation was observed in breach by the government. The frustrating approached adopted by the government coerced Bhat to move to the J&K High Court for implementation of SHRC recommendations. “The High Court in its order dated 29-01-2009 directed to the govt. to respond to the recommendations as made of the SHRC within four weeks. However, nothing moves”.
On November 30, 2004 govt. announced constitution of a special police cell to look into the matter of enforced disappearance. However, nobody has idea of what the committee is doing or what has it done. “I failed to understand as to what for the special cell was constituted. I repeatedly paid visits to concerned police station and IGP’s office but none of the officials has informed me about such a committee,” Bhat complained. 
In search of his son, Mohammad Sultan has managed to obtain police communications and witness statements establishing that his son has never gone to Pakistan for arms training. 
In a communiqué dated 21-04-2014 SP, Handwara to IGP it has been clearly written that Imtiyaz has no adverse record against him. “The missing person was not involved in any criminal case or subversive activities prior to his missing” the communiqué read. The same communication further read, “that the applicant (Mohammad Sultan) produced a source certificate of 23 RR which was issued by the said unit in favour of Imtiyaz on 30.3.1998 kindly issue orders for delete / withdraw the name of Imtiyaz from the list of youths who are presently in POK in the records.”
In another police communiqué dated 3-12-2014 SP Handwara wrote to IGP, Kashmir confirming that the disappeared boy has not gone to POK. The communiqué read, “that during verification some Nepal returnee’s statements were recorded. The returnees confirmed that they have never seen him (Imtiyaz) in POK anywhere.”
 	Two of the statements Mohammad Sultan Bhat is carrying in his fat file are of two of the returnees from PAK (on rehabilitation programme announced by the govt.) through Nepal rout, designated by the govt., deposed before the police that they had never seen Imtiyaz in POK. 
Mohammad Afzal Mir son of Ghulam Qadir Mir r/o Trehmag in his recorded statement in Urdu informed the police that “he had gone to PAK in 1990 and returned back in 2013. During his entire stay he had neither seen Imtiyaz there nor heard anything of him”. The statement of another returnee Mohammad Ashraf Dar s/o Mohammad Jamal Dar of Waghat, Kupwara also corroborates that he had never seen Imtiyaz in PAK. Ashraf had crossed over to Pak in 1996 and returned back in 2012.
The disappearance had taken serious toll on the health of his mother Gulshana. Gulshana according to Mohammad Sultan developed multiple health complicacies immediately after the disappearance of her son. “Her health started falling after the disappearance of Imtiyaz. She has developed heart ailments and bone and joints complicacies. The extreme mental stress is adversely affecting her health. She often broke down whenever she spotted any friend or classmate of Imtiyaz. I have seen her weeping in isolation,” the dejected husband said.   

HORRORS OF TORTURE STILL HAUNT SHAFI AHANGAR

In January 1993, Mohammad Shafi Ahangar was arrested by 2 Rashtriya Rifles (RR) camped at Khanabal Camp during a crackdown. The army announced infamous “catch and kill operation” was operational.  Army officer George (operational name) and Sujan Singh was commanding the crackdown. 
Like other villagers Mohammad Shafi also responded to the army call and went to the Lal Chowk for identification parade. While narrating his arrest and torture to The Informative Missive Shafi said, “On the instructions of the army, all the villagers were assembled at Lal Chowk for identification parade. I had already snapped my ties with Muslim Janbaz Force, a militant outfit. I along with Javiad Ahmad Raga, Mushtaq Ahmad Raga, Nazir Ahmad and other five persons were arrested and taken to Dak Bungalow, where army was stationed. It was around 12:00 noon.”
In Dak Bungalow all of them were tortured by the soldiers. “We were taken to the ground of the camp. Each person was beaten indiscriminately by 8 to 10 troopers with bamboo sticks for about three hours. Thereafter, we were taken to a room. Then one after another they took us to torture cells. When I was taken to the cell, I spotted Sujan Singh who was directing his soldiers to torture us. He himself tortured me,” Shafi stated.
He further stated, “Among the beasts were one good natured and human hearted soldier who sometimes offered us tea. It was this soldier who identified his officer as Sujan Singh to us. On the orders of Sujan Singh, at 7:00 in the chilly evening, my clothes were removed and I was forced to lay on the bare ground. My legs and hands were knotted with a rope. An iron roller was applied on my whole body with some soldiers applying their weight on it to make the roller heavier. Electric currents were administered on my private parts till I felt unconscious. Soon I regain my conscious, my face was wrapped with a cloth and my head was put into chilled water. To make it worse, Sujan Singh put live electric wires into the water tank which shook my entire body. One of the soldiers put his weight on my back, so that I could not get my head out of the water,” Shafi said while the horror of that was quite palpable on his face. 
 	After the torture at around 11 pm Shafi was shifted to some room. While he was resting in the room at about 2:00 pm Shafi said, “We heard a disturbing noise, suddenly, 30 to 40 soldiers entered into the room. They all were drunk. They dragged all of us out, remove our clothes and dragged us on the snow.  George was one among them. They beat us with sticks and forced us to do Kaanpakdi (a painful posture where one has to clutch his ears through his legs). One of the soldiers seriously injured my abdomen with a knife. The wound was about 8-9 inch in size. The profuse abdomen bleeding forced them to take me for medical treatment.” 
On and off, the torture continued for 10 consecutive days. After 15 days Shafi was released. “Before setting me free, one of the army officers threatened me that they are going to kill me.  They put pehran over my head and took me to the police line Khanabal where from I was released.  Army took off my wallet and wrist watch.”
As the physical condition of Shafi was not well, due to severe torture, police informed his family to take him home from their station. “When the police saw my conditions, as I was not able to walk, they called my family to take me home. Torture not only damaged my physique but also took serious toll on my mental conditions and education. I was, even today, scared of moving out of my house. The fear has gripped me. The impact it (torture) had left on my psyche is beyond recovery. Even recalling it was a horror to me. I was also unable to carry on my education. My future was ruined,” Shafi averred.  
 	While Shafi was on the road to recovery, after five months, he was again tortured by the army. He said, “While struggling hard for recovery, after 5 months of my release, army (probably from High Ground Camp Islamabad) raided my house. I was taken to a nearby deserted house of a Kashmiri Pandit, where I was tortured. I was beaten harshly by the soldiers and few hours later I was freed at Dak Bhanglow where I was spotted by my cousin Mudasir, who lives nearby. Mudasir took me to my home.”          
After this torture, Shafi was bedridden for 5-6 days. “This torture worsened my condition further. My old wounds got re-opened and pain deepens. The fragility of my legs increases,” Shafi stated. 
  	In 2008, when almost hundreds and thousands of Kashmiris were protesting Amarnath Land Row, Shafi was arrested by the police on charges of stone throwing. “While protesting in 2008 Sherbagh police station, SHO Irshad arrested me. No doubt, I was part of the protests but I never threw a petrol bomb on the police of which I was blamed by the police. The case is going on in the Anantnag sessions court.”  
Again in 2011 he was picked up by JK Police party led by Ali Muhammad and was taken to Sadder Thana where he was detained for 10-15 days on charges of stone pelting in 2010, when wide-scale protests were going on across Kashmir against the killings of three boys in Machil fake encounter.

HIGH COURT ISSUES NOTICE TO AKBAR LONE’S AIDE, RASHID BILLA

April 29: On 5th October 1996, seven people of Sadrakoot Bala, Bandipora were killed by personnels of 13 Rashtriya Rifles of Indian army, based at Asham camp accompanied by an infamous local government gunman, Rashid Billa (Abdul Rashid Parray). Rashid along with other accused personnel of the 13 RR for last 19 years has escaped culpability. According to the police investigation, army has refused to cooperate so far, while as despite having incriminating evidence against Rashid Billa, neither has he been arrested nor has the police filed chargesheet or the final report in the court.
 	In a recently filed writ petition by the families of the seven victims, in the Jammu and Kashmir High Court, Justice Hasnain Masoodi issued notice against Rashid Billa, Government of Jammu and Kashmir and the Indian Army.
Pertinently Rashid Billa happens to be a close aide of National Conference MLA of Sonawari, Akbar Lone. It is not for the first time that killers like Billa have found refuge in Pro-India parties such as Umman Majid (Congress), Papa Kishtwari (NC), Farooq Khan (BJP), Ashiq Bukhari (PDP) etc.

MASARAT ALAM’S DETENTION – BYPASSING OF JUDICIAL PROCESS

April 23: In response to the re-arrest of the Masrat Alam, who was released on March 7-2015, by the police under PSA, the Jammu Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society (JKCCS) issued a press release (complete text herein below).
Masarat Alam Bhat, Chairman, Muslim League, has been once again subjected to a Public Safety Act (PSA) detention. He has spent more than seventeen years in prisons in last 25 years under various PSA orders. This PSA order is against the Indian Supreme Court decision of 22 March 2013 that mandated, any fresh PSA order against him would not come into force for a week from the date of communication of the order to enable him to pursue appropriate legal remedies. Further, the transfer of Masarat Alam to Jammu under this PSA order comes two days before his bail hearing in a FIR where he has been charged for sedition and waging of war for being part of a peaceful procession. Neither the sloganeering in the procession nor the raising of the Pakistani flag would be considered criminal even under Indian law. The FIR, arrest, and PSA order are all bad in law, and against the decisions of the Indian Supreme Court, and the Jammu and Kashmir High Court.
 	By this preventive detention order the government has bypassed the judicial process and undermined its own institutions. The government in Jammu and Kashmir as usual has chosen to act as surrogates, and pay heed to the fascist groups and the jingoistic media of India, who earlier ensured hanging of Mohammad Afzal Guru for satisfying ‘collective conscience’ of Indian people and now Masarat Alam too is being victimized to address the same ‘collective conscience’.

EXPLOSIONS
· 
· LANDMINE BLAST KILLS 3 IN RAJOURI
 Apr 4: Three civilians were killed and one injured in a mine blast near the Line of Control (LoC) in Janghar area of Nowshera tehsil in Rajouri district on Saturday. 
“It was a mine blast which took the lives of three people at around 7:35 a.m. today,” a police official said. 
“The blast site is close to the LoC and the whole area has always been full of mines.” 
PRO Defence Lt Col Manish Mehta said, “Three civilian labourers identified as Ramni (42), Moni (38) and Vijay Kumar (26) were fatally wounded probably when an unidentified vintage mine accidentally exploded taking their lives and injuring one more labourer Amit Kumar, all residents of Raebareli, near Nowshera.” 
He added that the accident happened when the individuals by mistake lifted an unexploded old vintage mine. 
All the three bodies were shifted to SDH Nowshera where medical formalities were conducted and the bodies have been handed over to their families for last rites.  
When contacted, SSP Rajouri Dr. Haseeb Mughal said that a case has been registered in police station Nowshera and SDPO Nowshera, DySP Sargun Shukla, is investigating the case. 
· MINOR KILLED WHILE FIDDLING WITH GRENADE
April 16: A 14-year-old boy was killed in an explosion after a grenade, which he found outside his home and was playing with, went off in Baramulla district of north Kashmir.
Parvaz Ahmad Khan found the bomb while playing outside his house in Pattan area, 27 kms from here, and fiddled with it leading to the explosion, a police official said.
Critically injured Khan was rushed to SKIMS Hospital here for specialised treatment but succumbed to injuries.
 	His body was handed over to his kin for last rites, the official said adding police has started an investigation into the incident. 

ARREST OF 2 KASHMIRI STUDENTS TRIGGERS PROTESTS
BABA GHULAM SHAH BADSHAH UNIVERSITY

April 3: Protests erupted in Baba Ghulam Shah Badshah University on Friday over the arrest of two Kashmiri students by police following a scuffle on the campus.
 A group of students told Kashmir Reader over the phone that a 6th semester engineering student from Kashmir was arrested after the scuffle between students from Kashmir and Poonch on the campus on Wednesday.
 	“Police arrested our batch mate without any fault. Our seniors from Poonch entered into a verbal argument with us on Wednesday. They abused and thrashed,” the students alleged.
 	They said a group of senior students from Kashmir tried to resolve the issue with their counterparts from Poonch in the hostel’s dining hall.
 	“The two sides entered into a heated argument and during the commotion a student from Poonch was injured. The police lodged a case against four Kashmiri students and when they went to court for bail they were thrashed by students from Poonch district and one of them was arrested,” they alleged.
 	Vice Chancellor Professor I A Hamal, without making any mention of the arrest of the two Kashmiri students, said the university has constituted a high- level inquiry committee to probe the incident.
 	“The university has disseminated strong message it won’t tolerate any type of indiscipline in the campus. Following the clash between students of B-Tech, a 6th semester student has been hospitalized. His parents have approached police for lodging a case but some mischievous elements are trying to make it an ethnic issue and trying to get sympathy. The matter is with the police and University has nothing to interfere as law will take its own course,” it said.
 	“No student is being discriminated and those projecting the issue as ethnic issue on social networking sites are befooling the people. The university will take stern action against the violators of the rules and regulations following the inquiry committee report”,” it added. No police official was available for comment

HARASSMENT OF JK STUDENTS: GOVT RAISES ISSUE WITH UNION HOME MINISTRY

April 26: Government raised the issue of students facing problems in other parts of India with Union Home Ministry, a government spokesman said.	
While expressing his resolve to provide better environment and facilities to J&K students outside the state, Deputy Chief Minister Dr. Nirmal Kumar Singh raised the issue in 27th meeting of Northern Zonal Council, chaired by the Union Home Minister Rajnath Singh at Vigyan Bhavan, New Delhi.
“Dr. Singh mentioned that youth of the state face some difficulties when they go outside the state especially under Himayat, which is a training-cum-placement programme. He stressed for solving this matter at the earliest so that youth will feel comfortable outside their hometown and good message will be reflected in the state,” the government spokesman informed.
The States of Himachal Pradesh, Haryana, Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, Rajasthan, NCT of Delhi and Union Territory of Chandigarh, participated in the council.

ZAHOOR BHAT AGAIN BOOKED UNDER PSA

April 29: The Government slapped Public Safety Act against Zahoor Ahmad Bhat of Trehgam for fourth time. Zahoor is younger brother of Jammu and Kashmir Liberation Front founder Muhammad Maqbool Bhat.
 	“I have recommended PSA against Zahoor,” Deputy Commissioner Kupwara Kumar Rajiv Ranjan told Greater Kashmir. “That has to be approved by State Home Secretary.”
 	Official sources said that the dossier prepared by District Police Kupwara was pending in the office of DC Kupwara for last three months. “For last three months, Zahoor was in preventive custody,” they said. “PSA was recommended against Zahoor vide government order No-01/DMK/PSA of 2015 dated 28/04/2015 for anti-national, subversive actives and instigating violence,” officials said.
 	This is the fourth PSA slapped against Zahoor. First time the Act was slapped against Zahoor on April 21, 2009; second in 2010 and third in 2013.
 	As Zahoor was shifted to Baramulla Sub-Jail, rumours spread that he died in custody. The rumour triggered protests in his home town. All shops and other business establishments were closed in Trehgam town. The residents took to streets and held protest demonstrations. However, the protests subsided after relatives of Zahoor Bhat reached Sub-Jail Baramulla and met him.
 	“He is lodged in Sub-Jail Baramulla and is fine,” Deputy Inspector General of Police, North Kashmir, Gareeb Das informed media.

PROTESTS OVER ARMY CONSTRUCTIONS ON GRAVEYARD IN POONCH

Poonch April 11: Protests broke out Saturday in Balakote area of this border district over the construction of a sentry post and bathrooms by army on a graveyard despite objections by the locals and the district administration.
 	Scores of residents of Spalichher village near Line of Control (LoC) here staged anti-army demonstrations when they discovered that the soldiers of 15 Bihar Regment had started construction of sentry posts and bathrooms on  the graveyard, officials and local reports said. The protesting locals said that despite the instructions of police and district administration, the army went ahead with the constructions.
 As the protests were going on, senior police and civil administration officials reached the spot and told army not to go ahead with the constructions.
 “Locals of the area brought the issue into our notice and we accordingly told the army not to raise any construction around the graveyard,” Deputy Superintendent of Police (DSP) Mendhar, Surinder Singh Chowdary said.
Pertinently, an army team had appeared at the graveyard on Friday and started digging the graves for the construction purpose. The army had continued construction work even as the residents had objected strongly to their move. It was only after district administration and police had intervened, army had stopped the work. However, during night, the soldiers had dug number of graves causing resentment among the locals.
 	Local Nambardar of Balakote Mohammad Reyaz Khan while talking to GNS said that despite repeated requests the army did not paid any heed.
 	“Around 20 graves were dug which is totally against our religious sentiments”, he said.
 	When contacted army’s PRO Col Manish Mehta feigned ignorance about the incident.
 	“Now that you have brought the issue in my notice, I will look into it,” he added. 

OFFICIALLY STATED
· 
· IN 4 YEARS, 11 PANCHAYAT MEMBERS KILLED, 140 QUIT
Apr 1: A total 11 Panchayat members have been shot dead and five received injuries since 2011 in Jammu and Kashmir, even as over 140 have resigned after receiving threat from militants. 
This was revealed in a written reply to a question of MLA Jammu West Sat Sharma regarding the empowerment of Panchayat Raj Intuition and security of elected PRIs in the state. 
In a written reply, Minister In-charge Rural Development stated that 10 sarpanchs and one panch were killed while three sarpanchs and two panchs were injured in militant action since 2011. 
In district wise breakup up, the reply stated that in Baramulla maximum six sarpanchs and one panch were shot dead by the militants, while three sarpanchs were killed in Pulwama and one sarpanch was shot dead in Shopian during this period. 
The reply stated that 20 sarpanchs and 128 panchs have so far resigned after receiving threats from the militants. 
· 16 YEARS ON, MINEFIELDS ‘ALIVE’ ALONG LOC
Apr 2: Sixteen years have gone by, the Army has failed to complete the de-mining of the areas along Line of Control, which were mined in the wake of Kargil intrusion, the state Home department has revealed. 
Besides being vulnerable to the unforeseen threat to life, the people whose lands have been dotted with the deadly mines were also deprived of the compensation for the losses. 
As per Home department, “The issue regarding de-mining of areas which had been mined in the wake of Kargil intrusion in 1999 and payment of compensation to the concerned land owners was discussed in the Civil Military Liaison Conference held in Jammu on 12-11-2013.” 
Official sources said that in the conference, it was decided that ‘the Army will complete the de-mining in the plain areas excluding those where mines are required for operational purpose.’ 
However, despite lapse of one and a half year since the conference, there was no forward movement in clearing the death fields, where many people have lost their lives or were left maimed for life. 
“In the Conference it was also decided that the Army will compensate the owners for using their lands close to LoC for mining and fencing,” sources added. 
As per figures, in Poonch district alone, 550 persons including 100 children have been maimed after they stepped onto unmarked landmines in the areas along LoC. 
Sources in the Home department said that now state government has decided to raise the issue again at the Civil-Military Liaison Conference being held shortly. 
Regarding compensation to the owners, an official in Home department said the process of acquisition of land for border fencing is at different stages. “After the acquisition proceedings are completed, compensation will be paid to the rightful land owners in accordance with various provisions of land laws in force,” the official said. 
· 582 HOUSES DAMAGED IN APRIL FLOODS: DDC
Apr 4: As many as 582 houses have been damaged by recent floods in the City, District Development Commissioner Farooq Ahmed Lone said Saturday. 
“582 houses have been damaged due to recent floods in Srinagar district which includes 17 fully damaged, 80 severely and 485 partially damaged,” Lone said in an official handout. 
He said: “Around 1000 persons have so for been provided boarding and lodging facilities in various Relief Camps established by the District Administration.” 
Meanwhile the DDC said dewatering was on in affected areas. “Dewatering in water logged areas is being conducted through water pumping equipment s available with Srinagar Municipal Corporation, UEED and Lakes and Waterways Development Authority. Besides, 42 locations today were dewatered through Fire and Emergency Services Department. The dewatering is continuing round the clock,” he said. 
· 4 AMONG 6 COMMISSIONS DEFUNCT IN JK: GOVT
Apr 6: The Jammu and Kashmir government admitted that out of six Commissions set up under various Acts in J&K, four are defunct while the remaining “partially functioning.” 
Chief Minister Mufti Muhammad Sayeed, who is also Minister In-of charge General Administration Department (GAD) disclosed that Public Service Commission (PSC), State Accountability Commission (SAC), State Human Rights Commission (SHRC) and State Commission for Women (SCW) are without Chairpersons or members to run the affairs. 
In a written reply, the Chief Minister said two commissions including State Electricity Regulatory Commission (SERC) and State Commission of Backward Classes (SCBC) are running out of its sanctioned strength of members. 
“The SERC has sanctioned strength of three members including a chairperson while SCBC has sanctioned strength of five members including the chairperson,” the reply reads, adding, “At present there are no members for SERC while the post of chairperson in SCBC is vacant.” 
The government response has come to a question of MLA Jammu (West), Sat Sharma, wherein he had sought details on state commissions. 
The Chief Minister further said that government is committed to revive all these institutions and provide adequate administrative support and manpower for “achieving the desired results as per the constitution under which these commissions are constituted.” 
· 4000 KASHMIR YOUTH IN PAK, PAKISTAN: GOVT
 ‘453 RETURNED UNDER REHABILITATION POLICY OF 2010’
 Apr 6: The Jammu and Kashmir government Monday informed the Legislative Council that 4000 Kashmir youth who crossed the Line of Control (LoC) for arms training are putting up in Pakistan administered Kashmir (PaK) and Pakistan. 
In written reply to a question submitted by Bashir Ahmad Veeri of National Conference, the Chief Minister Mufti Muhammad Sayeed, who is also minister in-charge Home, disclosed that 4,000 persons who crossed the LOC for arms training are presently in PaK and Pakistan. 
The CM also revealed that 453 persons have returned to the State after the Union Home Ministry notified the policy for their return in 2010. 
He also informed that all of them have come via Nepal—the route not approved under the policy.
· 1253 PEOPLE RETURNED FROM PAK, PAKISTAN: GOVT.
Apr 06: Jammu and Kashmir government said a total of 1,253 people, including 197 women and 603 children, have returned from Pakistan and Pakistan-occupied Kashmir (PoK) under the return and rehabilitation policy of cross border youth.
As many as 453 people along with 197 women and 603 children have returned via Nepal under the policy for return of misguided youth who had crossed to PoK and Pak (for arms training), Chief Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed said in a written reply to the question of NC member Bashir Ahmed Veeri in Legislative Council here today.
Chief Minister said return via Nepal was not a recognised route under the policy. Since the issue of notification of the policy in 2010, no youth has returned to Jammu and Kashmir through the four approved routes under the policy.
Acting on the recommendations of working groups (Group-I) the state government in consultation with Ministry of Home Affairs, Government of India, had in November 2010 notified the policy and procedure for the return of misguided youth who had crossed to PoK and Pak for arms training. He further said reportedly there were around 4,000 such people in PoK and Pakistan. 
· 200 MILITANTS ACTIVE IN KASHMIR: ARMY
Apr 07: General Officer Commanding 15 Corps Gen Subrata Saha said that militancy in Kashmir has increased and presently there are 200 militants active.
“Militancy has increased in the valley,” Gen Saha said after a function organized to distribute equipments among especially abled people at Srinagar.
 	When asked about the number of militants, he said, “Presently 200 militants are active in the valley.”
 	Commenting about the yesterday’s incident at Shopian, Gen Saha termed it “unfortunate” and said, “Our condolences are with bereaved families.”
 	Saha also said that army will evolve extra security plans to stop such incidents in future.
 	Commenting about the AFSAPA revocation demands Gen Saha said, “We will share our opinion with center and state on the removal of AFSPA.”
· 50 MILITANTS ACTIVE IN SOUTH KASHMIR: DGP
Apr 07: Director General of Police (DGP) K Rajendera said there has been an increase in infiltration as the inclement weather has damaged the fencing across Line of Control (LOC). He also stated that around 50 militants are active in south Kashmir. 
DGP chaired a high level security review meeting here at Police Lines in the backdrop militant attacks at Shopian and Tral which left three police man dead and an ex militant injured. 
“ The fencing along LOC has been damaged at several places due to last year’s floods, heavy snowfall in winters and recent inclement weather conditions which has made the infiltration quite easy,” the DGP told media persons. 
He said that 50 militants are active in south Kashmir. “Those active include local youth who have been lured by the militants to join their ranks and every effort is being made by the security agencies to bring them back into mainstream,” the DGP added. 
“Militants are mostly operating in Pulwama, Tral, Shopian and certain pockets of Kulgam district,” he said. 
· 35 PROBES AGAINST FORCES FOR HR VIOLATIONS: GOVT. 
April 08: The government Wednesday said that 35 magisterial and judicial probes are underway against forces for alleged human rights violations in the state.
 “As many as 22 magisterial inquiries and 13 judicial inquiries against force personnel for alleged human rights violations are at different stages of inquiry in the state,” Chief Minister Mufti Mohammad Sayeed said in a written reply to the question of Independent member Er Abdul Rashid in Legislative Assembly.
 He further said it would not be proper to disclose their details of the incidents.
· BORDER SHELLING KILLS 7, INJURES 60 IN 2 YRS 
April 8: The Home Department has said that 7 civilians got killed and 60 sustained injuries in cross border shelling during the past two years.
 	The deceased include two soldiers as well, an official said adding no compassionate appointment under SRO 43 has been made till date. He said the kith and kin of the deceased were given one lac ex-gratia relief.
 	The official said payment of compensation for loss of live stock is not covered under the existing scheme, however the relief for the loss of live stock due to cross border firing has been paid to the affected families of Jammu District out of funds available with District Red Cross Society.
· No SOG & STF IN J&K AFTER 2003 
April 8: The Government of Jammu and Kashmir said that no Special Operation Group (SOG) of Special Task Force (STF) exists in Jammu and Kashmir since 2003.
 In reply to AQ. No. 71 of MLA Mohammad Akbar Lone whether the government intended to disband the SOG and STF in the state, the Minister in charge Home in its reply through Deputy Secretary to Government Home Department stated that no SFT or SOG exists in the state since 2003.
 	“The internal arrangement of police force to carry out anti-militancy operations often referred to as SOG came to be assimilated in the regular police force in the year 2003. Since then , all the anti militancy operations are carried out under the direct command, control and supervision of District SP.” Read government reply.
 	The SOG was formed by Dr Farooq in 1996 when he assumed the office of the Chief Minister. However, Mufti Muhammad Sayed disbanded it in 2002. However, the order disbanding the force remained confined to papers.
· 25474 SPOS WORKING IN J&K POLICE: VEERI 
Apr 08: The Minister for Horticulture, Haj and Auqaf,  Abdul Rehman Veeri said that a proposal for creation of 4 new Police Stations at Bhanderkot, Drabshalla, Padyarna, Kishtwar (North) and  re-designation of the existing Police Station, Kishtwar as Police Station Kishtwar (South)  is under examination in the Home Department.
 	The minister while replying on behalf of Minister for Home to a clubbed question by Sajad Ahmad Kichloo and Sham Lal Bhagat in the Legislative Council today said that 25,474 SPOs are working in the J and K Police and are being paid a monthly honorarium of Rs 3000 per SPO.
 	The honorarium of SPOs is reimbursed by the Union Ministry of Home Affairs under Security Related Expenditure (SRE) and a proposal for enhancement of the honorarium of SPOs from existing Rs 3,000 to Rs 6,000 per month has been submitted to the Union Ministry for approval and is being pursued by the State Government, the minister added.
Veeri said that the State Government has already notified a comprehensive policy in the year 2009 for absorption/conversion of SPOs as Constables/Followers. He said under this policy, 2,376 SPOs have been converted as Constables/Followers till date.
 	Jugal Kishore, Vibod Gupta, Showkat Ganie and Naresh Gupta raised supplementaries.
· RETURN OF YOUTH THROUGH NEPAL RECORDS DRASTIC DECLINE 
JUST ONE PERSON ARRIVED FROM PAK IN 2015
Apr 11: This year only one person has returned through Nepal route, with officials saying that the ill-treatment meted out to them is one the prime reasons of decline in their return. 
According to records available with police, 323 persons from Kashmir have returned through Nepal border since 2010. Year 2012 has recorded highest number of people returning via Nepal, 95; 45 in 2013, 49 in 2011, 34 in 2014, 13 in 2010 and 1 so far in 2015. 
Most of the persons who have returned are residents of Kupwara, Bugdam, Baramulla and Srinagar districts. 
· MURDER RAPE, EXTORTION CASES AGAINST THEM, BUT GOVT. HAS NO PLANS TO DISBAND VDCS 
Apr 10: The PDP-BJP government said it has no plans to disband infamous Village Defence Committees (VDCs) in the State even has it disclosed that 196 cases are registered against them. 
In a written reply to a question of PDP MLC, FirdousTak, the Chief Minister Mufti Muhammad Sayeed informed the House that the government has no proposal to disband VDCs—the civil militia groups set up in 1995 when the state was under President’s Rule. 
The groups are armed with .303 rifles. 
The PDP-BJP dispensation’s stand on the controversial force is similar to the line taken by three elected governments in the State since 1996. 
The Chief Minister also threw up some shocking details about the crimes perpetrated by VDCs. 
According to the written reply, 196 FIRs are registered against VDC personnel in 10 districts of the State. 
Giving district-wise break-up, the CM disclosed that 67 cases are registered against VDC personnel in Doda followed by Kishtwar (27 cases), Reasi (23), Udhampur (19), Rajouri (16), Ramban (13), Kathua (11), Poonch (10) and five cases each in Jammu and Samba districts. 
The VDC men are facing grave charges like murder, attempt to murder, rape, abduction, extortion and rioting, the reply reveals. 
The CM revealed that 25,632 VDC members are operating in Jammu and Ladakh regions. 
According to him, SPOs deployed with VDCs are getting monetary support from the government. 
“SPOs deployed with VDCs are paid monthly honorarium of Rs 3000 on the analogy of SPOs working in the Police department,” he disclosed. 
Earlier, speaking on the issue, PDP’s FirdousTak called for “disciplining and streamlining unorganized VDCs.” 
“It is a fact that VDCs play an important rule during a turmoil. But what is the need of keeping 25632 VDC men when the level of militancy and violence has come down considerably in Jammu region?” he asked. 
The MLC said there is a need to streamline the force “as it is indulging in heinous crimes like murder, rape and theft.” 
NC’s MLC Shenaz Ganie also questioned legal validity of VDCs. 
“The Supreme Court has made it clear that state cannot arm civilians to take on militants. Do VDCs have legal sanctity then?” she questioned.
· 2300 PERSONS BEHIND BARS IN JK: GOVT. 
April 10: The Jammu and Kashmir government Friday informed the Legislative Council that 2300 persons are languishing in state jails. 
In written reply to a question of NC’s Ali Muhammad Dar, Chief Minister Mufti Muhammad Sayeed disclosed that 1920 under-trials, 343 convicts and 37 PSA detainees are behind the bars in the State. 
“Out of 37 PSA detenues, 17 are locals and 20 foreigners. Out of the locals, two are militants, four OGWs, three stone-pelters and one separatist,” he said. 
Responding to supplementary questions, Minister for Horticulture & Hajj and Auqaf, AbdurRehmanVeeri, disclosed that no prisoner has been sent by J&K government for lodgment in any jail outside the State. 
“Those JK residents who are in outside state jails are there for the offences committed by them in those states,” he said. 
The Minister said Jammu and Kashmir government has taken up deportation of foreign prisoners who have completed the term of sentence with the Government of India. 
“No Indian prisoner who has completed his term of sentence is lodged in any JK jail,” he said.
· MUFTI PROMISED 400 KANAL LAND FOR KPS IN VALLEY: RAJNATH
Apr 28: Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mufti Muhammad Sayeed has promised to earmark 50 acres of land (400 kanals) as a first installment for rehabilitation of displaced Kashmiri Pandits, Home Minister Rajnath Singh told the Lok Sabha. 
Replying to a two-day debate on the Demand for Grants of his Ministry, Singh expressed government's commitment to rehabilitate the exiled Kashmiri Pandits in the Valley. 
He said the Chief Minister has promised to earmark 50 acres of land as a first installment for this purpose. 
Earlier reports had suggested that the Home ministry is planning three-four "composite townships" of 2,500 families each for Kashmiri Pandits in the Valley, including in Srinagar and Anantnag, where half of the proposed flats are expected to be reserved for the community while the rest may be up for sale for Kashmiri Muslims. 
· 19 IED BLASTS IN JK IN 2014 
April 29:  As many as 190 IED explosions have taken place in the country in 2014, including 98 blasts in Maoists-hit states, Rajya Sabha was informed. 
"As per the data available with National Bomb Data Centre, India has witnessed 190 IED explosions in 2014 of which 61 were in Northeastern states, 98 in Left Wing Extremism affected states, 19 in Jammu and Kashmir and 12 in other parts of the country," Minister of State for Home Haribhai Chaudhary said in a written reply. 

	DATE 
	STATE FORCES
	MILITANTS
	CIVILIANS
	OTHERS

	April 01
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 02
	2
	-
	-
	

	April 03
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 04
	-
	-
	3
	-

	April 05
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 06
	3
	-
	-
	-

	April 07
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 08
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 09
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 10
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 11
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 12
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 13
	-
	-
	1
	-

	April 14
	-
	1
	-
	-

	April 15
	-
	-
	1
	-

	April 16
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 17
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 18
	-
	-
	1
	-

	April 19
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 20
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 21
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 22
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 23
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 24
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 25
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 26
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 27
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 28
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 29
	-
	-
	-
	-

	April 30
	-
	-
	-
	-

	TOTAL 
	5
	1
	6
	



CHRONOLOGY OF INCIDENTS
April 01: No incident of violence reported. 
April 02: An Army soldier and a cop of Special Operations Group of J&K Police were killed while two soldiers and a civilian injured in an encounter in Kunzar area of north Kashmir’s Baramulla district. Militants managed to escape from the spot, police said. 
April 03: No incident of violence reported.  
April 04: Three civilians were killed and one injured in a mine blast near the Line of Control (LoC) in Janghar  area of Nowshera tehsil in Rajouri district. “It was a mine blast which took the lives of three people at around 7:35 a.m. today,” a police official said. Three slain civilian labourers were identified as Ramni (42), Moni (38) and Vijay Kumar (26) 
April 05: No incident of violence reported. 
April 06: Suspected militants attacked and killed three policemen in Shopian area of south Kashmir. The deceased policemen were identified as head constable Mushtaq Ahmad Wani of Adigam, Pulwama, and constable Shabir Ahmad of Leh and Nisar Ahmad Wani of Hajipora, Sopore. In a separate incident, a police Sub Inspector critically injured by gunmen after being shot at from close range in Pattan area of north Kashmir’s Baramulla district. In another attack, unidentified gunmen attacked and critically injured a former militant, Rafiq Ahmad Bhat alias Dada, near Jammu and Kashmir Bank, Tral.
April 07: No incident of violence reported.  
April 08: No incident of violence reported.  
April 09: No incident of violence reported.  
April 10: No incident of violence reported.  
April 11: No incident of violence reported.  
April 12: No incident of violence reported.  
April 13: Killing of a civilian Khalid Muzaffar, brother of the most wanted militant commander of the area, Burhan, by army soldiers in Hurdu, Tral triggered protests in the area. With army claiming the boy was killed in an encounter, the version strongly contested by boy’s family alleging the youth was killed in fake encounter and passed as militant. DIG Anantnag–Pulwama range, Nitesh Kumar differed with the army saying the killing was accidental. 
April 14: Police claimed during search of the area where the killing of Khalid Muzaffar took place, one more body was recovered. The deceased has been identified as Younis Ahmad Ganaie, an active militant of Tral. The IGP said Younis was involved in firing on Rafiq Dada of Tral on April 6. While more than two dozen people were injured, one of them critically, in the clashes between state forces and protesters was registering the protest against the killing of a youth at the hands of army in Tral, Pulwama. 
April 15: A 14-year-old boy was killed in an explosion after a grenade, which he found outside his home and was playing with, went off in Baramulla district of north Kashmir.  Parvaz Ahmad Khan found the bomb while playing outside his house in Pattan area and fiddled with it leading to the explosion, a police official said.
April 16: No incident of violence reported.  
April 17: Seven persons were injured in protests against killing of youth in Trial in Srinagar downtown  
April 18: 17-year-old boy Suhial Ahmad Sofi of Ghat, Narbal was shot dead by state police in Narbal area of Budgam district while dealing with a small group of protesters.    
April 19: BSF troops claimed to have foiled infiltration bid by a group of militants, who allegedly tried to infiltrate through international border in kathua district.  No killing was reported. 
April 20: No incident of violence reported.
April 21: No incident of violence reported.
April 22: No incident of violence reported.
April 23: No incident of violence reported.
April 24: No incident of violence reported.
April 25: No incident of violence reported.
April 26: No incident of violence reported.
April 27: No incident of violence reported.
April 28: No incident of violence reported.
April 29: No incident of violence reported.
April 30: No incident of violence reported.
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